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The Weapons of the Philippine Islands, I.
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partly waved, hau-

weapons, the

is a/wa1,s a saparate piece, the tang (Fig. z/) passing
through an aperture in its center beíore it enters thJhandlé
(Fig. r e). This is the one íeature by which the kris sword
or dagger differs írom all other swords ar-rd daggers. Often
the base-piece is so accuratell, f i tted to the bláde proper
that, without careíul inspe&ion, it is impossible to-deti&
that it is not a&ually part of the latter.

The blade as a whóle is held firmJy attached to the
handle by one or two metal, or part metál and part leather,
strapr, which pass around the guard or contre-guard, or
both, and thence up under the winding of the handle

!F;5. ! 
a). Even if the tang were loose in the handle this

ingenious arrangement would prevent the blade from
slrPPrng out.

The blade proper occurs in one of three types, viz., (r)
with approximately straight edges; (z) with waved edges;
(3) with partlv straight and partly waved edges, lzalf-and-
halJ @ig. z). The waved blades show many variations of
depth of wave, but one side always has one more wave
than the other. In other words, the waves are never di-
re&lv opposite each other; hence the so-called serpentine
effe&.

In all three types of blade, if a straight I ine is drawn
so as to coníorm to the median l ine of the handle and is
then prolonged, it will be found to fall quite a distance
outside of the median line of the blade. Therefore, even
the straight krises are straight in edge rather than in axis,
the axis being curved so as to conform nearly to an arc of
a large circle. !\/hen the kris is held as it should be, with
the guard up, the way in which this arrangement lends
itself to striking a drawing blow can readily be understood.

The guard and contre-guard are chara&eristically
pierced and notched. The notches in the guard might well
seÍve to catch the edge of an adversary's blade and thus to

Fig, z - Tna Tnnre Types or Knrs Braors
Straight edges (a); waved edges (b); partly straight and
and-half (c).

Tup Krus
Coming to the individual types of

first to be considered is the most
chara&eristic of all Malaysian, and
also all F i l ipino, weapons - the kris.
I{ris, itself, iJ a Maiay word, and prefer-
able to the -{nelicized creese. It iJ much
more than a "dágger having a serpentine
blade," as wil l 

-6e 
shownl Starements

made are based on the study of several
hundred specimens.  The best 'kr ises made
in the Isiànds are the handiwork of the
Moros of Mindanao.

ÍecltnicaI Desription
The t1'pical kris is a double-edged

weapon of either sword or dagger length;
in the swords the edees are essentàllv
parallel (Couer). The ilade is markedly
widened on one s ide of  rhe base bv a oai t
which proje&s at an angie of 

"Ëo.ttsev-enty-twodegrees from the blade proper
to Íorm a guard.  The other  s ide of  the base
is also wid-ened, but to a much less degree,
to form what has been called. for theiake
of convenience, the conh"e-guard.

The extreme base oí the blade. the
àasc-piece (Fig. t r), while essentially parr
of the blade proper (see diagram, Fi[. l ,

Fig, j-'I 'ne Foun Pnrwcrpal Tvpns on Knrs Pour'rrls
Crutch-shaped (a and c); cockatoo (/); hexagonal (d); flar (e). Pommels a, b, c and d are made of
ivory, while e is made of ebony with a silver lerule around it.
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able to cut a man in two so adroitly that the halves may
take several steps before what has'happened is realizecl!

Kris Daggers
The kris dagger differs from the kris sword mainly in

being short_er, and in usually having no straps. There are
many Filipino daggers (Fig. à wirh unwaved, waved ancl
half-and-half blades, but they do not conform to the true
kris inasmuch as they do not have the base-piece. fn con-
tradistin&ion to these, in the typical Javanese daggers, as
well as in those from other paris of Malaysia, tÈe base-
piece is present, so that the latter should be regarded as
being true krises (Fzg'. ó).

Tlte B as e-P iece fypical

It is again emphasized that, if judgmenr is to be based
on aCtual fa&s, the peculiar feature of the kris is the base-
piece.How or why this device originated I have been un-
able to learn. From the standpoint of manufa&ure, with
primitive tools in the hands oï the native armorer, there
are arguments both for and against it.

TnE Banoxc

The barong is said to have originated with the Moros.
It is a single-eáged weapon with a làaf-shaped blade (Fig. n.

fechnical Desription

The blade is considerably shorter than thar of the kris,
averaging from fourteen to sixteen inches in length as
against the twenty to twenty-three inches of the latter,
and it is much heavier and broader in proportion to its
length than the kris blade. ft is flat-ground-from back to
edge, neither side being beveled, except in rare instances.

The handle, which never has a gtard, is formed by a
bottom ferrule which is usually made of silver, and which
extends half way to the top of the grip over wood, which,
in turn, extends above the top of the ferrule to form
the rest oí the handle. The ulper part of the handle

Kris scabbards, usually made of wood, are often ornamental in design.

disarm him. The contre-guard represents the highly con-
ventionalized jaws and fairgs of a serpent. In certi in'Java-
nese kris daggèrs., inlaid wi th gold, all ïhe details of a s.-rpen t
are shown, the body being Íormed by the sinuous bfade.

Kris Pommels
Much artistic feeling is shown in the more elaborate

kris pom-mels or knobs.The four common types oí pommel

fund, 
the .crutc.h-sltaped, cockatoo, hexngoiàl and,fat, arc

ll lustrated rn l ' iEure 3.

puality of Steel and Efect,ioeness
The steel of which kris blades are made seems to be

excellent. One blade, shown in the Cover illustration. was
pierced by a builet from a Krag rif le in the hands of one
of our soldiers. The side of enlrance was forced. into a
funnel-shaped depression of considerable width and depth;
a hole somewhat larger than the bullet appeaÍs at the
side of exit. At the leïel of the bullet's i-pà2t, the blade
yas originally bent at a right angle. Withouf doubr, an
lnfer.ror quality of steel would have been shattered, but
this blade indicated its-temper when, in addition to háving
withstood the original injury, ir was not broken whefi
placed on the floor and stamped on in straightening.

There are numerous instaÀces on recordïf the ierrible
wounds which kris swords are capable of infli&ing; a draw_
ing cut from the waved type bËing particularly Lm.i..t.
Army officers have told mË of se.iirË men who had been
not merely decapitated, but had evén had the head ancl
one shoulder severed from the body bv a sinsle blow from
a kris. Others have related instanóes in whiËh the vi&im
was,split completely through from shoulder girdle to pelvis.
such uses oÍ a sword almost equal the Japanese ideal of being

Fig. 5 - A Gnoup or !'rr.rprro Deccrns
There are many Filipino daggers with blades which are unwaved (/, /),
waved (a, r), and half-and-half (a) as in the kris swords, but they do not con-
form to the true kris inasmuch as they do not have the base-piece. See
Figure _6.

FiS.4- A Gnoup or Kr.rs Sc.lsa.A.Ros
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f o r m s  a  p o m m e l
which is more or
less l ike the crutch-
shaped type of kris
pommel.

In the i l lustra-
tion (Fig.7) the íour
unusually f ine spec-
imens from the col-
lection of the Cleve-
land MuseumofArt
(a,b,c,e) express the
h ighes t  deve lop -
rnent of the barong.
The use of ebony
with ivory inlays,
and oí ivory alone,
as well as the treat-
ment oí the silver
ferruies, is particu-
1 " " 1 . '  o { f o . t i t r e

artistically.

Fig.7 -  A Gnoup or Mono BanoNcs
The barong is said to have originated with the Moros, It is a single-edged
weapon with a leaf-shaped blade.

Fig. 6 - A Gnoup or Knrs Deccrns, Mosrrv JevaNrsl
In the typical Javanese daggers the base-piece is present, so that they should be classed as true

krises. See Figure 5.

So much for the
kris and the barong,
s i n g l e - h a n d e d
weapons. In a sub-
sequent article we
shall discuss the
campilan, the only
two-handed sword
used in the Islands;
the bolo, which is a
specificweapon) and
not) as many sup-

Pose, any one oí a
d o z e n  d i f f e r e n t
forms of knife; and
those gentie devices
k n o w n  a s  h e a d -
axes, which aid the
ambitious warrior
in  gather ing t ro-
phies to prove his
prowess in confli&.

Fig.8 -  A Gnoup or BanoNc ScesganPs
The barong scabbards, like the kris scabbards, are made ofwood, often quite
beautifully carved.

(fo be concluded in a subseguent issue)
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(Continuedfrom the March number o/ Axuques)

Tne CalutPrlam

I CCORDING to Walter Hough of the United States

A National Museum, the caápilan is not essentially-
L I Fil ipino (Moro) but was introduced by way.of
Borneo. Dà&or Hough states that this weapon is. also
found in the northern Celebes Islands. Army officers have
informed me that the campilan is seldom seen north ot
Mindanao.

The campilan is a curious weapon (Fig. to).Its length of
biade - ofien twenty-eight inches from guarcl to point -

its l ightness in weight in proportion to its length, its
clumsy wooden guaà and hànd1e, its pommel in the form
of a conventionálized crocodiie head with open jaws, all
place it in a class by itself. It is the only two-handed sword
used in the Islands.

The blade is single-edged - the back and edge both be-
ing staight - .orlsid..ábly narrower at the base than at
thé tip. Óften it displays one or more Prlngs proje&ing
írom ihe blacle at the back near the rip (Fig' to, b, c)- I
have seen specirnens showing írom two-.to eight holes

dril led tl-ttor,gl 't the blacle ,tentl l"te tip and fi l led with silver
or 

!1ass, 
eaci:r irrlay being said to rePresellt a victim kil led

*Grateiui acknowledgment is made to The Cleveland IvÍuseunr of Art íor

permiss ion  to  use  F igurÀ Iob ,  I5b  and t7d .  *  F .  W'  H '

Fiy,  a-  Tewacte Heroles-TÍre 
salient feature of these weapons is the

animal pommels. See Figure r3.
horrible grotesqueness of their decerebrate, half-human, half-

with the weaDon. The pieces of cloth attached to the three

camoilans shf*n in thà i l lustration are fetishes made from

bits of clothing taken from vi&ims.

TnE Boro

According to the di&ionary the bolo is a "cutlass-like"

weaDon or fn agricrrltural implement, but anyone who has

ever'colle&ea Ëil ipino *."pó.s has noticed the readiness

with which the word is useá to describe any kind of a cut-

ting weapon, regardless of its size, shape, or origin' The

*oid i. iro rr."à as a verb- to bolo a man being to slash

or stab him, regardless of any nicety of distin&ion as to

the means Lmp'loyed. Neveriheless, discriminating resi--

dents of the Islands usuallv mean one particular kind of

weapon when they refet' to a boio; u14,if only fo^r c.onver-

ien.L i., nomenclutr.,re, the word should be restriCted to the

q/pe to be described.

fe chnica/ DesmiPtion

The bolo has a heavv, single-edged blade which is much

wider near the tip than at the basè. The back of the blade

is essentially ttàight, while the edge is convex' ending-

abruptly at the tip"in-u sweeping cuive írom the.plac.e of

gr"oi.ri width (Fzg. rz)' The cutting part o{ the blade

Ë.sins at a distance-of two or three inches fron.r the handle'
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The tvpe, while rare, is clearly de.fined' Probably its ancestrv

can be ti lced back to ihe otdinari ' bolo, as has b.een previouslv

;;;,.d. The most salient feature oí the four specimens piétured

is the horrible grotesqueness of the decerebrate, half-hutnan, halt-

n",ri,,'rL po.n,.,-,!i.. In ihe m.icldle pair the teeth are made of bone

or .regeiable ivorv pegs, while ir i the other two thev are integral

*;,n ïn. carving.'The*two lonsest we.aPOns have blades-twentY-

eight inches froïn guard to tip, and tl 'rèv are so_ heavY that t l 'rer.

|,-rïu 1,"-r. been ,rsËd as executioners' swords, being too clumsv

lot nnii, l tt* except in the hands of a very stïong.mall '  The corre-

;;;;ài;r:"bbalds have the lower portions bound with wide ba.ds

áÍlràr",?".;ouslr, and inge'iouslr' 'mortised together at the back.

' fne Heau-CLEAvER on Tal tnomc

That the far from gentle art of head colle&ing has certain.rehne-

nt.lt i , It e*e,'t ' 'pl if i tÍ b)' t l-tt use of the head-cleaver or- talibr,ng'

i l .  . f t^ t -e. , 'o f  * 'h ich may be judged f rom the i l lust rat ion

fnr. t+). Two distin& tvpes'occu1 the one with tl 're pointed tip

l\efi; ;É. ,".., of th. i*o' The curve of the blade facil i tates

.fr"i i i tí"4 a head while the vi&irn l ies on the ground'

Tne Heao-Axr

Another  cur ious weaPc,n is
the head-axe (Fig. z5). Ac-

cordins to Dr. Hough this

*"upoá reaches its highest de-
velopment  in  the Phi l iPPines.
It i i  found in the north in

I.uzon, and in the south in

Mindanao.  I ts  aucestr r - ,  a lso

Fis.  to -  A GnouP or Cal ' rPr lans' -"ii. 
.r-oil"n is a curious affair' It is the only two-handed sword

in use in the Is lands.  See Figure rr '

Since the greatest weight of the blade is near the tip,

a blow stríck with a bilo approximates a blow struck

with an axe.
The ordinarr' '  bolo has no guard; and,.while doubt-

less often .rr.d fo. f ighting, it is primarily an imple-

.n.nt oí the field unJ;l-,ttgl.. The specimen shown in

Fisure I2 is a typical-"wórk bolo'" As may be seen,

it is a crude affaii, the handle rudelv shaped, and the

scabbard consisting of two pieces of wood lightl l '  held

aog.ttt.. in three ór fout Plu..t bY narrow strips of

r"iton. If the owner wishes to use the weapon tn

emergenc\r, it is not necessary even to withdraw it

f.o-lt, ..ábU"ta' A blow wilÍ sever the rattan with

ease - a faót which more than one American soldier

learned to his cost.

THe TEnacnr' Fonrt'r

One form of bolo, however, shows a high degree oí

development in the weapon known as the tenagre' M 's'
authority for call ing this form the tenagre islawrence

i{. ;.,rkínr, Assistánt Dire&or of The Peabodv Mu-^

..,rá. I.r a ietter he sal'5; "This weapon is t i 'P-ic.al of

the Island oí Panav, Phil ippine Islands; this I l-rave

from United States ot-y àiË..ts" (Frgs' rj and Q'

Fi r .  r t  (aboue)  -  A  CeuPrrax  HeNoLe

The eves of tbe crocodile maY be

.rpr.r.nt.d by the carving or b1' discs

o f 'meta l .  The guard  may have an  ac-

cessorv quard in the form oí a broad

meta l ' s iaP le ,  the  bar  o f  the  s taP le

being straight or bent into deep loops'

Fig. rz (right) - A Boro-The 
boio has a heavy, single-edged

b lade wh ich  is  much w ider  near  the  t ip

than at the base. A blow struck with

a bolo approximates the blow oí an axe'
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Fig. rj (ríg/tt)-A Gnoup or

Te l recnns  e ivo  Scegsanus
The. longes t  two have b lades
rwent ) - -e igh t  i r rches  í ro rn  gur rd
to  t ip ,  a r rd  a re  so  i reavy  rhar  they
may have been used rs execu-
tioners' swords. T]re corre-
sponding scabbards have the
lower  par t  bound w i th  w ide
bands o f  horn ,  ingen ious ly
mortised tt the bacli.

accorc l ing to Dr.  Hough,
i s  " f r o m  t h e  D y a k
^ 1 . ^ ' . ' . o "  t h " ^ " - l '  r l - ' ^L r r u P P r r  L r l r u u B r r  L r r r

ta l ibong."
The inser t ion of  the

handle at  the back edge
of  the b lade resul ts  in
poor balance.  But  th is
position of the handle
m 

" 
- ,  i . "  e*- lo i .  o. l  ]" ' " J  - -  - - . r . * . , . - *  D y

the fa& that it facili-
tates removal of a head
m o r e  t h a n  w o u l d  a
meclian position.

Bows axo Annows
Bows and arrovr's are

iess charaCteristic of the
Phil ippine Islands than
are the other weapons.
Yet bows and airows
occur in  many tyPes.-
Some Ot the arrows be_
ing pointed with iron or
steel with elaborate and
simple in outl ine and free
are often used) as shown

and Ílexible, one being
made fi'om barnboo. The
bowstr i r rg is  f la t ,  end is
made from a single piece
of fibre wouncl with ,o
narrow strip of rattan.

Speans
The spears show as

m a n y  v a r i a t i o n s  o f
point as the arrows.
Some examples of l\4oro
work  a re  beau t i f u l l y
watel'ed, and are fine
e x a m p i e s  o f  s k i l f u l
íorging. Others exhibit
the same interesting l ik-
ing for unwaved, waved
and halÊand-half blades
that is displayed in the
kris swords and daggers.
T h e  s h o r t  t h r o w i n g
spears or javelins de-
pi&ed have palm wood
shafts and brass mounr-
ings, the blades being
ornamented with tooled
designs.

Ssrr' los

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
t y p e s  o f  s h i e l d s .  A
Bagobo shield is shown

in Figure r6. The Kalinga and Igorot shields have prongs.

DEcaoeNrr Weapor..rs
There are many Fil ipino weapons which are witl-r

cruel barbs, and others being
from barbs. Points of hard wooá
in Figure r6 b. These particular

specimens have shaÍts
made of pieces of reed,
a n d  a r e  s u r p r i s i n q l y
l lght  ln  werght .

T h e  s h a f t s  a r e
ne i t he r  no tched  no r
feathered. The quiver
(Fig'. r6d) is made from
a larqe piece of barr-L-
DOO, CLi t  Or l t  at  the
lower end so as to íorm
a spike to be tlrrust
into the ground when
the quiver is in use.
The two bows are long

Fig. ra @fi) -A Gnoup or
He.qo-CÍ-Eavrns on Talr-
BONCS

That  the  by  no  means eent le
art of head coile&in! Jras
certain refinements is ex-
empl i f ied  by  the  use  o í  the
head-cleaver or talibong.

Fig. 15 (ríght) - A Gnoup or
HEao-Axrs
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difficulty classified, except
in a general way, as deca-
dent - at least írom the
artistic standpoint. They
have certain chara&eristics
in common which permit
their being recognizeà at a
glance. Spanish, Japanese
and Chinese inÍluences are
shown in many of them.
Both handles and blades
show little artistic sense, or
at best a sense which is ex-
pressed in bizarre forms and
crude ornamentation. Com-
pared with the older and
finer types, such as the kris
and barong, they are the
mongrels of the Filipino
world of weapons. Thegroup
shown in Figure 17 \Mas se-
le&ed rather at random for
the sake of comparison.

NorE.- The come and so of
m i l i t a r y .  f o r ces  be tween -  t he
United States and the Philippine
Islands, together with a steadily
increasing volume oí civilian
travel, has brought to this country
a great many souvenirs in the
shape of savage weapons-a considerable number of which have
inevitably found their way into loca1 curio shops where their

Fig. 16 AtÍà - Baooso SHrtr.o,
Javruns,  Bows emo Annows
awo Qurvnn

Figure r7d has an interest-
ing blade. While "flaming"
enough to have been used
in driving Adam and Eve
from the Garden of Eden.
its curves do not make it á
kris, and it must be reqarded
as a freak.

The foregoing pages give
at least a brief idea of the
most typical of the Filipino
weapons. That the weapons
themselves show the devel-
opment oí human thought,
ability to express thought in
concrete form and, at the
same time, appreciation of
beauty of l ine and harmoni-
ous use of materials of
various kinds is self-evident.

orderly and
used by the

identification often constitutes a
diftcult problem to dealer and
customer alihe. ANrreuss is not
deeply concerned with savage
accoutrement in general, but it
has considered itselí privileged
to offer the preceding succin&,

authoritative discussion oí the weapons made and
far-eastern rvards of America. - Eo,

Fig. 17 (right)-A Group

or Dacaonr.rt WEapoNs
There are many Filipino
weapons which it is impos-
sible to classify except in a
general way as being de-
cadent. Compared with the
older and fin€r types, such
as the lsis and the barong,
they are poor in design and
clumsy in execution.


